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Status 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 
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Detailed Action 
Response to Amendment 

1. This action is responsive to communication: Amendment, filed on: 12/27/2006. 

2. Claims 1,2, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 19, 20, 21 and 22 have been amended. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. < 

4. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 because the claimed subject matter does 
not produce a tangible result, the claimed subject matter fails to produce a result 
that is limited to having a real world value rather than a result that may be 
interpreted to be abstract in nature. However, this claim remains in the abstract 
and thus; fails to achieve the required status of having a real worlds value. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date 
of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dijkstra 
Wilco (Patent No. U.S. 6411, 957). 

For claim 1, Dijkstra teaches "constraining a first node of a query tree stored in a 
computer-readable memory to a first value" (Col. 10, lines 47-56, Col. 12, lines 4-1 1 , fig. 
3) "making accessible a first set of nodes of the query tree that are connected to the first 
node constrained to the first value"(CoL 13, lines 51-61) "constraining a second node in 
the first set of nodes to a second value"(Col. 2, lines 1-48, Col. 5, lines 43-61 ) 
"identifying a plurality of trees in the collection of tree data structures that contains (1 ) a 
first matching node equal in position to the first node and equal to the first value, and (2) 
a second matching node equal in position to the second node and equal to the second 
value" (Col. 1, lines 34-53) "and accessing data in a select node of the identified trees" 
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For claim 2, Dijkstra teaches "wherein the select node is the first matching node, the 
second matching node, or a node connected to the first or second matching nodes of 
the identified trees" (Col. 4, lines 22-34) 

For claim 3, Dijkstra teaches "making accessible a second set of nodes of the query 
tree that are connected to the second node constrained to the second value" (Col. 2, 
lines 1-49) 

For claim 4, Dijkstra teaches "wherein the select node is equal in position to the first 
node of the query tree, the second node of the query tree, or a node in the accessible 
first or second sets of nodes of the query tree"(Col. 1 , lines 34-53) 

For claim 5, Dijkstra teaches "wherein the first value and the second value are selected 
from the group consisting of a data value, an unbound special value, and an undefined 
special value"(Col. 5, lines 43-61) 

For claim 6, Dijkstra teaches "wherein a structure of the query tree is determined by 
available tree structures in the collection of tree data structures"(Col. 1, lines 11-33, Col. 
2, lines 1-48) 
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For claims 7, 16, 19 and 21 these claims are rejected on grounds corresponding to tlie 
arguments given above for rejected claim 1 and is similarly rejected. 

For claims 8,1 1. 13, 20 and 22 these claims are rejected on grounds corresponding to 
the arguments given above for rejected claim 2 and is similariy rejected. 

For claim 9, Dijkstra teaches "receiving a second value from the one or more input 
devices to which a second node in the first set of nodes is constrained; and displaying 
with the display device a second set of nodes of the query tree that are connected to the 
second node constrained to the second value" (Col. 5, lines 43-53) 

For claim 10, Dijkstra teaches "wherein the plurality of identified trees that contains (1) a 
first matching node equal in position to the first node and equal to the first value, and (2) 
a second matching node equal in position to the second node and equal to the second 
value"(Col. 1, lines 34-53) 

For claim 12, Dijkstra teaches "wherein the plurality of identified trees in the collection 
of tree data structures that contain (1) a first matching node equal in position to the first 
node and equal to the first value, and (2) a second matching node equal in position to 
the second node and equal to the second value"{Col. 1 , lines 34-53) "and wherein 
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displaying the data in the select node displays data in a plurality of select nodes of each 
of the identified plurality of trees"(Col. 5, lines 43-67) 

For claims 14 and 23 these claims are rejected on grounds corresponding to the 
arguments given above for rejected claim 4 and are similarly rejected. 

For claim 15, Dijkstra teaches "wherein displaying the data in the plurality of select 
nodes displays, with the display device, the data of the plurality of select nodes in a 
tabular format" (Col. 5, lines 43-61 ) 

For claims 17 and 24 these claims are rejected on grounds corresponding to the 
arguments given above for rejected claim 5 and are similarly rejected. 

For claims 18 and 25 these claims are rejected on grounds corresponding to the 
arguments given above for rejected claim 6 and are similarly rejected. 

Response To Amendment 

7. Applicant's argument filed December 27, 2007 has been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. The examiner respectfully traverses applicant's arguments. 
As per claims 1, 7, 10, 12, 19 and 21, applicant argued that Dijkstra's teachings only 
involves a single tree, while applicant's teachings involves a plurality of trees. However, 
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Dijkstra's teachings of a single tree could also involve multiple trees/binary trees with 
out changing the scope of the invention. At paragraph 1 , lines 34-53, Dijkstra teaches 
binary trees can be used to store keys, however, searching'for the keys will be done on 
multiple trees, which indicate multiple/plurality of trees can be involved. However, 
applicant's teachings of plurality of trees are synonymous to Dijkstra's teachings, which 
includes binary trees. Therefore the 35 USC 102(b) rejection is maintained. 



CONCLUSION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GLUBUSOLA ONI whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2738. The examiner can normally be reached on 10.00-6.30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, TIM VO can be reached on 571-272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/802,710 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2168 

Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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